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PRODUCT FABRICATION BULLETIN
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FABRICATING DARK COLORS

INTRODUCTION
This bulletin addresses some additional considerations for
fabrication of dark DuPont™ Corian® solid surface colors.

OVERVIEW

Dark DuPont™ Corian® solid surface colors are
fabricated with the same techniques as lighter colors,
but as these colors are often fabricated with higher gloss
finishes some additional care is warranted during
fabrication. Any deviations from a flat surface can be
more easily seen at higher gloss finishes.

A.CUSTOMER EXPECTATIONS

Dark colors are often finished to semi-gloss or gloss
finishes. The smoother surfaces create a darker, richer
color. Scratches may be more visible, particularly with
a gloss finish.

The new DeepColor™ technology platform from
DuPont greatly reduces scratch whitening. While
DeepColor™ series products still may be scratched, the
scratches are much less visible.

Higher gloss levels also make it easier to see flatness
variation in the surface, particularly with low angle
reflections from light sources such as windows.

B.CUTTING

Guidance as described in DuPont™ Corian® Solid Surface
Fabrication/Installation Fundamentals — Cutting and
Cutouts (K-25289) does not change for cutting dark
colors. Note that the technology that reduces scratch
whitening in the DeepColor™ series also reduces
whitening of shavings and saw dust. Thus shavings and
dust from cutting operations will be much darker than
for other colors.

C. SEAMING

It is important to minimize sanding of seams and to blend
any sanding into the surrounding area. Excessive material
removal will make it difficult to create a flat surface with a
uniform reflection. Use a router on skis or a block plane set
on a low angle to remove excess seam adhesive. Additional
information is available in DuPont™ Corian® Solid Surface
Fabrication/Installation Fundamentals — Seaming (K-25292).

D.FINISHING AND POLISHING

It is important to use quality microfinishing disks or P-grade
sandpaper. If the size distribution of the abrasive is not well
controlled larger abrasive material will leave scratches that will
persist through later finishing steps. Follow the procedures in
DuPont™ Corian® Solid Surface Fabrication/Installation
Fundamentals — Finishing and Polishing (K-25298) to produce
a uniform finish. Remember that even with a uniform finish,
any flatness variation will be visible with certain lighting.
Take care not to remove excess material when sanding seams
or by applying uneven pressure while finishing.

As with cutting, the technology that reduces scratch whitening
in DeepColor™ products also reduces whitening of sanding
dust. Thus dust from finishing DeepColor™ products will be
much darker than for other colors.

E. HOUSEKEEPING

Proper housekeeping is essential both for safety and product
quality. Guidance on dust management is provided in DuPont™
Corian® Solid Surface Fabrication/Installation Fundamentals

— Tools and Accessories (K-25284) and DuPont™ Corian® Solid
Surface Fabrication/Installation Fundamentals — Combustible
Dust (K-26832). Dust or shavings of differing colors can
contaminate seams. This is true whether the contamination is
dark in a light seam or light in a dark seam. However, as lighter
materials tend to be more translucent contamination may be
more visible with dark contamination in the seams of light
color seams. While dry DeepColor™ shavings and dust are
much darker than that for Nocturne, when wet, such as in seam
adhesive, they will have a similar color.
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This information is based on technical data that E.I. du Pont de Nemours and Company and its affiliates (“DuPont”) believe to be reliable, and is intended for use by persons having technical skill
and at their own discretion and risk. DuPont cannot and does not warrant that this information is absolutely current or accurate, although every effort is made to ensure that it is kept as current and
accurate as possible. Because conditions of use are outside DuPont’s control, DuPont makes no representations or warranties, express or implied, with respect to the information, or any part
thereof, including any warranties of title, non-infringement of copyright or patent rights of others, merchantability, or fitness or suitability for any purpose and assumes no liability or responsibility
for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information. This information should not be relied upon to create specifications, designs, or installation guidelines. The persons responsible
for the use and handling of the product are responsible for ensuring the design, fabrication, or installation methods and process present no health or safety hazards. Do not attempt to perform
specification, design, fabrication, or installation work without proper training or without the proper personal protection equipment. Nothing herein is to be taken as a license to operate under or a
recommendation to infringe any patents. DuPont shall have no liability for the use of or results obtained from such information, whether or not based on DuPont’s negligence. DuPont shall not be
liable for (i) any damages, including claims relating to the specification, design, fabrication, installation, or combination of this product with any other product(s), and (ii) special, direct, indirect
or consequential damages. DuPont reserves the right to make changes to this information and to this disclaimer. DuPont encourages you to review this information and this disclaimer periodically
for any updates or changes. Your continued access or use of this information shall be deemed your acceptance of this disclaimer and any changes and the reasonableness of these standards for
notice of changes.

© E.I. du Pont de Nemours and Company 2013. All rights reserved.

The DuPont Oval, DuPont™, The Miracles of Science®, and Corian® and DeepColor™ are trademarks or registered trademarks of E.I. du Pont de Nemours and Company (“DuPont”) or its affiliates.
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